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e ANDREA ADDOBBATI
Il mistero del magazzino delle mummie nella Livorno del '700

Per 1 suoi secolari rapporti commerciali con I'Egitto, il porto di Livorno fu il tramite che nel primo
'800 permise agli studiosi di inviare in Europa importanti collezioni egittologiche. Ma I'esistenza
in citta, gia nel '700, di un magazzino detto delle "mummie" lascia intendere che questo genere di
reperti furono commercializzati anche prima del risveglio degli studi egittologici. La ragione ¢ da
ricercarsi nelle presunte virtu terapeutiche che una certa tradizione medica continud a lungo ad
attribuire ai resti umani.

e MATTEO CALCAGNI

Commerce, Culture and Continuity: Tuscan—-Egyptian Trade from the 16th to the 18th
Century

During the early modern period, the Grand Duchy of Tuscany intensified its commercial, cultural,
and diplomatic ties with Egypt. Drawing on largely unpublished sources from ongoing research,
this paper traces the evolution of trade between the Tuscan state and the Eyalet of Egypt from the
sixteenth to the eighteenth century. It will begin by examining the account of Andrea di Luca
Pitti’s three journeys to Alexandria and Cairo in the mid-sixteenth century—a valuable testimony
to early modern Egyptian history—before addressing the Medici family's sustained engagement
with Egypt throughout the seventeenth century. The paper also draws on diplomatic
correspondence, ranging from the letters of Guglielmo Guardiola (Medicean consul in Egypt in
the 1550s) to those of the imperial consul Lowther, a representative of the Lorrainese government
active in the mid-eighteenth century. Finally, by analyzing materials from the “Segreteria di
Guerra” archival collection (1737-1808), kept in the Florence State Archives, the paper
reconstructs the commercial and diplomatic scenario that preceded the Rosellini expedition.

e ANNE HASLUND HANSEN
Egyptian artefacts in Copenhagen — the revision of the Royal Danish Kunstkammer in 1826

The Royal Danish Kunstkammer was dissolved in the 1820s, and several specialized collections
were created. As a consequence, the collections were heavily revised and reclassified. During the
final years of the Kunstkammer, the number of Egyptian artifacts had grown significantly,
because of Danish diplomatic activities in Egypt. The revision of the Egyptian and Classical
collection was handled by the learned bishop and collector Frederik Miinter and philologist Berge
Thorlacius. Their scholarly work, and the classification system, put into effect in 1826, offer
insights to early Egyptology in the North of Europe.



e DANIELE CIANCHI

Ippolito Rosellini oltre I’Egittologia: la direzione della Biblioteca Universitaria di Pisa
e CLARE LEWIS

Between archives, libraries, museums and learned societies: spaces, places and impulses
behind the inception of Egyptology in academia

e MATTIA MANCINI

The Arrival of Egyptian Antiquities at the Port of Livorno in the first half of the 19t
Century

Since the beginning of the 19" century, an unstoppable “Egyptomania” spread throughout Europe,
influencing the art of the continent and leading to the creation of the first major museum
collections of Egyptian antiquities. This growing demand for archaeological finds fostered a rich
trade, which, more for fiscal than geographical reasons, saw Livorno as the preferred European
port for at least the first half of the century. Indeed, most of the antiquities destined for the
Egyptian collections of Turin, Florence, Paris, London, Berlin, and Leiden passed through
Livorno. Exploring archival sources — as registers of the ships arriving from Alexandria,
newspapers, letters of scholars, collectors or dealers — traces of this traffic re-emerge, with its
relevant impact on the nascent Egyptological discipline.

e (GIANLUCA MINIACI

Pisa 1825 — 1826: Ippolito Rosellini and its Historical Context

e HEND MOHAMMED

Rosellini and the Rituals of Reception: Hospitality under Muhammad Ali in Comparative
Perspective (1800s—1820s)

The 19th century was marked by a significant influx of expeditions mainly from Europe to Egypt,
aimed at describing ancient Egyptian monuments, documenting the inscriptions and drawings that
adorn them, and searching for rare antiquities. While cataloging every mission launched by global
universities, institutes, and museums may be unattainable, Egyptian archives offer a vital lens
through which to examine the administrative responses and attitudes towards these missions
during this transformative period. Foremost among them was the landmark Champollion—
Rosellini mission of 1828-1829, which exemplifies the complex interplay between foreign
scholarly ambition and local governance.

While Jean-Frangois Champollion often dominates scholarly narratives surrounding the Tuscan
mission to Egypt, this study shifts focus to Ippolito Rosellini—whose reception in Egypt can be
examined. The mission itself raises a set of important questions: who orchestrated its logistics
within Egypt, handled correspondence with local authorities, and arranged the necessary travel
permits? More significantly, what role did Mohamed Ali Pasha play in engaging with the Tuscan
mission, and how was Rosellini—individually—received by the Egyptian administration and later
perceived by the Egyptian public?

In 1829, Mohamed Ali Pasha issued Firman for the sake of Champollion, referring to him as “one
of the nobles of the French.” Soon after, a similar Firman was granted to Rosellini, who was
described as “one of the great men of Tuscany.” Later, in 1842, Lepsius received a Firman
praising him as “a scholar among scholars.” Through archival reinterpretation, new insights may
emerge on Egypt’s early antiquities policy and intellectual diplomacy.



e JANE MURPHY
The Sciences in and of Egypt, c. 1750-1825

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Jabarti (1753-1825) evidences the intellectual and social networks of scholars,
students, and patrons exploring the sciences in Egypt over the tumultuous decades of the late 18th
and early 19th centuries. This presentation analyzes this evidence of scientific life in Ottoman
Egypt and brings that analysis into conversation with a reconsideration of European scientific
expeditions to Egypt in the decades leading up to the first university courses in Egyptology.

e ALESSANDRO ORENGO

La comunita armena di Livorno come centro di commerci e di produzione culturale nei
secoli XVII-XIX

La comunita armena di Livorno si forma a seguito delle “Livornine” del 1591 e 1593. Nel
Seicento abbiamo anzi notizia di due comunita distinte, ed in parte contrapposte, costituite una da
mercanti di Nuova Giulfa, I’altra da mercanti provenienti dall’impero ottomano. In quest’epoca
le attivita commerciali sono ad ampio spettro, e collegano Livorno non solo col Levante, ma
anche, tramite le reti stabilite dai mercanti giulfalini, col mondo intero, dall’Inghilterra al Messico,
attraverso I’ Asia.

Venuto meno questo sistema di collegamento, nel Settecento € piuttosto la componente ottomana
a prevalere, mentre si registrano sempre piu casi di Armeni decisi a sedentarizzarsi e ad integrarsi
nella societa locale. Con I’Ottocento, questo processo viene sostanzialmente completato.

Ma la Livorno armena non ¢ stata solo un centro di commerci: fra sei e settecento ¢ stata anche
un importante centro di produzione culturale. Nel primo di questi due secoli ha ospitato due
tipografie finalizzate alla produzione di opere in armeno, dai cui torchi sono usciti almeno cinque
libri, a seguito di un’attivita costantemente controllata, per non dire spiata, da emissari
dell’arcivescovo di Pisa e della Congregazione de Propaganda Fide. Inoltre, nel periodo sopra
indicato, nella citta labronica sono transitati, o vi sono stati copiati, diversi manoscritti in armeno,
in un’epoca in cui il manoscritto era ancora ritenuto il mezzo preferito per trasmettere la cultura
“alta”, mentre la stampa sembrava piuttosto, anche se non esclusivamente, indirizzata a soddisfare
le esigenze del ceto mercantile.

Con I’Ottocento, pero, anche questa produzione culturale si interrompe.

e [.UCIA PATRIZIO GUNNING

Caught between two systems: Consul Henry Salt and diplomatic collecting in the Ottoman
Empire

During the 19th century the Eastern Mediterranean emerged as a significant source of antiquities
for the newly formed European museums. Collecting in these areas was closely connected to the
history of the diplomatic representation there. Whilst Levant Company officials collected for the
benefit of noblemen and the aristocracy, under the Foreign Office, officials were asked to procure
antiquities for the British Museum.

The period from 1815 to 1825 saw the winding up of the Levant Company and the establishment
of the Foreign Office as the primary body representing British diplomacy and trade in the Levant.
This transitional decade witnessed significant changes for the Levant Company and its personnel
and saw a gradual increase of interest in the collection of antiquities destined to European
museums. The career of Henry Salt, British Consul General at Alexandria (1815-27), defined a
trajectory for collecting and helps understand its direction in future years. Salt was the first consul



to collect and offer antiquities for sale to the British Museum at a time when the absence of
legislation allowed unprecedented access to these yet unappreciated artefacts.

The correspondence files at the British Museum reveal the misunderstandings that determined the
rejection of many of his pieces by the British Museum. Despite this, his success in collecting
inspired others, shaping the way collections arrived at the British Museum in later years until the
1884 law which, following the example of earlier legislation in Greece, Egypt and Italy,
effectively marked the end of the golden era of collecting in the Ottoman Empire.

e DANIELA PICCHI
Not Just a Matter of Mummies

Long before Egypt was 'rediscovered' after the Napoleonic expedition of 1798-1801, Livorno and
Tuscany played a crucial role in the development of Egyptology. As early as the 17th century, the
port of Livorno became an important hub for the arrival of Egyptian antiquities and mummies.
The latter, in particular, aroused great interest among the Medici court and their entourage, as
well as among scholars of the time, as they were uncorrupted anatomical evidence of such an
ancient past and its funerary beliefs. The 17th century was marked by significant advancements
in anatomical research, featuring groundbreaking discoveries and a shift toward empirical
observation. The desire to understand the embalming techniques used by the Egyptians and to
study the anatomical characteristics of these bodies led to the destruction of many mummies.
These presently execrable investigations contributed to paving the way for the field of
Egyptology. Recent studies have enabled researchers to trace at least the history of these
mummies and identify what remains of them, along with other funerary objects, in Tuscany and

e STEPHEN QUIRKE

On integrating economic, intellectual and social histories of Egypt with the Egyptological
histories of archaeology and of museums: practical prospect or interdisciplinary impasse?

In 2012, Stephen Sheehi proposed a critical theory of al-Nahdah al-‘arabiyyah the Arab
Awakening in “the intellectual, social and literary history of the nineteenth-century Arab world”,
interpreting its astonishing written output as an effect, rather than a generator, “of “new” concepts
of identity, civil society, economic production and gender” (Journal of Arabic Literature 43, 269-
298). For historians of the micro-discipline Egyptology, his approach offers a realignment of
current research, away from its dominant focus on national biography and on recipient countries
outside Egypt. The reception of 1990s-2000s histories of Egyptology by Donald Reid and Elliot
Colla demonstrate the impact of starting from Arabic literary studies and history of modern Egypt.
Meanwhile, the substantial archival research achieved within Egyptological histories of
Egyptology provides opportunities to restart from within intellectual, social, literary and
economic histories of Egypt. However, there seems limited interdisciplinary space for co-
authorship in these fields, either inside or outside Egypt or between. For discussion of practical
prospects of expanding that space, I present a case-study from the late 18" to early 20" centuries
for each of the social groups identified for late Ottoman Egypt by Peter Gran (Islamic Roots of
Capitalism, 1979), as formative period of both the Nahdah and Egyptology.



e DESPINA VLAMI

From Alexandria to Livorno. The Greek merchant diaspora and the trade of Egyptian
antiquities in the 19" century

From the late 18" century onward, Greek Orthodox merchants from the Ottoman Empire and the
Venetian possessions in the Mediterranean migrated and settled in prominent commercial centers
and ports across Europe and the broader Mediterranean region. Within these hubs, Greek
commercial communities were established, whose members founded international trading
companies engaged in transit trade between the Empire and Europe. Greek merchants also served
as commercial agents and intermediaries and, over time, expanded into the realms of shipping,
finance, and banking. The organizational structure of these enterprises—rooted in kinship, family,
local, and ethnic ties, and centered around trade with the East—linked communities, businesses,
and individuals into a wide-ranging, multifunctional network. This network facilitated
commercial profit and empowered Greek international business. It also fostered relationships of
solidarity and trust, while contributing to the preservation of Greek ethno-religious identity. Two
such Greek commercial communities, closely interconnected through a web of formal and
informal professional, family, and ethnic ties, were those established in Livorno, Tuscany, and
Alexandria, Egypt. This paper will investigate the relational system linking these two merchant
communities and its connection to a significant aspect of some of their prominent members’
activity: the collection and trade of Egyptian antiquities during the 19" century.



